Atomic force microscopy and scanning tunnelling microscopy: refining techniques for studying biomolecules.
The scanning tunnelling microscope and the atomic force microscope offer the prospect of real-time, nanometre-scale imaging of biomolecules and biosurfaces under physiological environments. Much effort is therefore being made to establish these techniques as routine biophysical tools. The considerable recent progress that has been made in biotechnological applications is reviewed, highlighting specific examples of the applications of this new and exciting method of analysis.